Colleges and universities are, *The New York Times* reported on February 26, investing in development of the cities and towns in which they are located, "turning Main St. into an off‐campus amenity." These institutions are, in working to attract "increasingly discerning students," trying to "leverage off‐campus assets" by "taking a role in revitalizing flagging downtowns." Examples are provided of Colgate University, which owns a historic inn (with a tavern), a bookstore, and a movie theater in Hamilton, New York, and Colby College, which is "seeking to lift the fortunes" of Waterville, Maine, by building a hotel, restaurant, and performing arts center (all subject to property tax, by the way).The Department of Education announced, on February 27, an agreement with the University of Southern California requiring the institution to change its processes for responding to sexual assaults, in the aftermath of a finding by the department of "systemic failures" in its response to allegations in a case involving a former gynecologist who has been charged criminally with 29 counts of sexual battery (*New York Times*, February 27). The agreement causes the university to review the actions of individuals involved to determine whether they should be disciplined, offer remedies to patients who may have been harmed, and improve its procedures for dealing with complaints filed under Title IX. The assistant secretary of education for civil rights is reported as saying that this investigation is one of the largest the department has conducted.Notes taken by the individual *The New York Times* portrays as the "mastermind of the college admissions scandal," who organized the scheme, have surfaced. Lawyers for some of the parents involved are arguing that these notes show that federal investigators, as reported on February 28, "pushed him to lie to incriminate his clients." The pivotal issue is whether this individual, William Singer, led the parents to believe that their payments were contributions to athletic programs rather than bribes of coaches and other athletic officials. Lawyers for parents in court filings wrote that this evidence was "devastating to the Government\'s case and demonstrates that the Government has been improperly withholding core exculpatory information." One of these lawyers is quoted as saying: "The fact that somebody made a donation to U.S.C. with the goal of getting their child into U.S.C. is not a crime." (See the Quote of the Month in last month\'s issue.)Colleges and universities are closing as COVID‐19 spreads. This is causing the Department of Education to ease its rules concerning distance learning programs. *The New York Times* reported, on March 11, of the shift to internet‐based education following spring breaks. The article states that schools will be able to use grant funds "usually dedicated to technology to help implement emergency operations." The president of the American Council on Education is quoted as saying that "\[i\]t isn\'t an exaggeration to say that this is the biggest shock to the higher education system in a generation."
